Factoring Questions
	Type of Factoring
	Questions that help you IDENTIFY the type of factoring
	Questions/Ideas that help you DO the factoring once you know what type it is.
	Examples

	A.  Undistribution (GCF)
	1.  Is there a number that goes into each term?

2.  Do you see the same “letter” in each term
	1.  What is the GCF of each term?
	

	B.  Difference of Squares
	1.  Is there a minus sign?

2.  Are there only two terms?

3.  Are both terms squares?
	1.  What is the square root of each term?
2.  Use the pattern a2-b2=(a-b)(a+b)
	

	C.  Perfect Square Trinomials
	1.  Are there three terms?
2.  Are the terms on the ends squares?

3.  Is the middle term two times the product of the square roots of the end terms?
	1.  What are the square roots of the end terms?
2. Use the pattern
 a2+2ab+b2=(a+b)(a+b)
or

a2-2ab+b2=(a-b)(a-b)


	

	D.  Quadratic Trinomial (a=1)
	1.  Is the expression of the form x2+bx+c?
	1.  What are the factors of c that add up to b?
	

	E.   Quadratic Trinomial (a≠1)
	1.  Is the expression of the form ax2+bx+c
	1.  Multiply a & c.
2.  What are the factors of ac that add up to b?

3.  Make the box?

4.  Do GCF
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	1. What are the square roots of the end terms?
2. Use the pattern

 a2+2ab+b2=__________________
a2-2ab+b2=___________________

	

	D.  Quadratic Trinomial 
_______
	1.  Is the expression of the form x2+bx+c?
	1.  What are the factors of c that add up to b?
	

	E.   Quadratic Trinomial (a≠1)
	1.  ________________________
_______________________
	1.  _______________________

. 
2.  What are the factors of ac that add up to b?

3.  Make the box.
4.  Do GCF 4 times in the box.
	


